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ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESSES ASKED TO WEIGH IN

ON CALIFORNIA WATER DECISIONS

- SACRAMENTO -- State and federal officials are seeking statewide input on three
potential solutions to one of the California’s most vexing problems — resolving the
environmental and water management conflicts associated with California’s Bay-Delta system.
Orange County residents will have a chance to weigh in Tuesday, May 5, in Irvine at the
University High School Aliditorium,.4771 Campus Drive. There will be an informal question
and answer period from 6 to 7 p.m. The formal hearing will begin at 7 p.m.

~ “The Bay-Delta is an important water source for nearly 16 million Southern Califom{ans,” _
said Lester Snow, executive director of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program. “Finding a solution to
its problems means better water quality and a more reliable water supply for Southern
California.” | ,

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program is a cooperative effort among state and federal
agencies and California’s environmental, business and agricultural communities. It was initiated
in 1995 by Governor Pete Wilson and the Clinton Administration to address environmental and
water management problems associated with the Bay-Delta system, an intricate web of
waterways created at the junction of the San Francisco Bay and the Sacramento and San Joaquin
rivers and the watershed that feeds them.

The Bay—belta is a critically important part of California's natural environment and

economy. It supplies drinking water for more than 22 million Californians and irrigation water
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for the state’s $24 billion agricultural industry, which produces, among other things, 45 percent
of the nation’s fruits and vegetables. It also supports 750 fish and wildlife species, some found |
nowhere else on the planet. Ultimately, California's trillion-dollar economy, the seventh largest
in the world, is at risk if Bay-Delta environmental and water management‘ problems are not
resolved. " |

For the past several decades, the Bay-Delta gystem has struggled to meet the competing
demands of the environment and water uéers, while maintaining good water quality and a levee
system that protects local towns and infrastructure from flooding and contaminating the state’s
watér supply. Today the system is not adequately meeting any of these needs.

On March 16, the CALFED Bay-Delta Program released a draft programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) identifying three
potential solutions. Seventeen public hearings, four in Southern California, are being held
throughout the state to provide multiple opportunities for Californians to weigh in on the trade-
offs associated with developing a comprehensive solution to the problems of the Bay-Delta
system. '

Each of the three alternatives for a Bay-Delta solution contain major programs to address
water use efficiency, ecosystem restoration, watershed management, levee system integrity,
water transfers and water quality. The altelinatives differ primarily in how they would move and
store water in the system. Alternative 1, the Existing System Conveyance Alternative, would
consider storage and make small improvements to the channel configurations of the Delta.
Alternative 2, the Modified Through Delta Conveyance Alternative, includes additional storage
and would make significant improvements to the channels in the Delta. Alternative 3, the Dual
Delta Conveyance Alternative, is similar to Alternative 2, except it also adds é new channel
around the east side of the Delta. The solutions fange in cost from $9 to $10.5 billion over a
period of 25 to 30 years.

Public input is critical to the development of an equitable and feasible solution. In ‘

addition to giving oral comments at a public hearing, interested individuals may send written

comments to the CALFED Bay-Delta Program, 1416 9* St., Suite 1155, Sacramento, CA 95814.

The public comment period ends June 1, 1998. An executive summary of the draft
programmatic EIS/EIR and the Phase II Interim Report, which contains information on key
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issues to be resolved prior to the selection of a preferred alternative, are available on the |
CALFED website, http://calfed.ca.gov. These documents are also available, along with the
complete EIS/EIR and its appendices, at libraries throughout California and by calling 1-800-
900-3587. |

If you need reasonable accommodation due to disability, please contact Pauline Nevins,
CALFED Bay-Delta Program, (916) 657-2666, or (TDD) 1-800-735-2929. For further
information about the CALFED Bay-Delta Program, please call 1-800-700-5752 or visit its
website, http://calfed.ca.gov. | A
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